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YWCA Union County Mission
The YWCA is dedicated to eliminating racism, 

empowering women, and promoting peace, 
justice, freedom and dignity for all. 

In this context, YWCA Union County is on a mission to: 

• Empower survivors of domestic violence 
to become safe and free from abuse

• Promote social justice and eliminate 
violence against women and girls

We accomplish this mission through 
the provision of comprehensive, client-centered 

services, and through education, collaboration 
and advocacy that builds safe, informed 

and supportive communities.
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Dear Friends, 

The year 2017 marked continued expansion of the YWCA 
Union County’s services, as part of our commitment to our 
mission of eliminating racism and empowering women.

A clear highlight of 2017 was the opening of the Family 
Justice Center, a collaborative effort between the YWCA 
Union County, Union County Prosecutor’s Office, and the 
County of Union.  Funded by the Board of Chosen Freeholders 
and located in the new Family Courthouse building, 
this center provides a “one-stop” location for multiple 
services for victims of domestic violence.  Along with YWCA 
professional staff, on-site partners include the Prosecutor’s 
Office, Union County Sheriff’s Office, Central Jersey Legal 
Services, Partners for Women and Justice, and PROCEED to 
assist victims with multiple needs.  Off-site partners such 
as Trinitas Regional Medical Center, Homefirst Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, and others are all networked through 
the FJC.  In our first 3½ months of operation, over 100 new 
clients were served, and the number of people accessing the 
FJC continues to increase.  As the third Family Justice Center 
to open in New Jersey, we are immensely proud of providing 
this best practice to Union County.

Delivery of services through multiple program components 
continues.  We are proud that we are able to support 
survivors with a comprehensive, wrap-around approach.  
Whether it’s through our 24-hour hotline, emergency shelter, 
counseling and case management services, STEP Workforce 
Development, or our PALS program for children, victims can 
be assured of finding the help they need.  Collaboration with 
DCP&P through our Domestic Violence Liaison program, 
partnerships with municipal and county law enforcement 
through our Crisis Response Team volunteers, and outreach 
services at multiple agencies throughout the county all 
combine to ensure that victims of domestic violence can get 
help they need.  

Successful events such as our Empowering Women Cocktail 
Reception, Empty Place at the Table, Domestic Violence 
Symposium and Tribute to Women and Industry (TWIN) 
continue to mark our significant impact. A second year of 

our Strides4Strength Domestic Violence Walk reinforced 
the importance of increasing awareness about domestic 
violence.  Professional and community education continues 
to increase as does our involvement in numerous community 
collaborations around Union County. A newly redesigned 
website, launched in 2017, provides more robust and 
readable information, and better navigation for those 
seeking information.

2017 also saw the formal re-launch of our Membership 
Drive, connecting our community to our mission.  At a time 
when so many issues that impact the YWCA and its clients 
– immigration, health care, racial justice, affordable housing 
and more – are under attack – the importance of a strong and 
vibrant membership is critical to our ability to advocate for 
policies and funding that support the mission of the YWCA.

2018 marks our 40th Anniversary of providing domestic 
violence services throughout Union County.  It’s hard to 
imagine that in 1978, when our predecessors began their 
development of the shelter, they could have imagined 
the strength and scope of our accomplishments.  We owe 
much of our success to you – our volunteers, community 
supporters, friends, and staff. Thank you for all you do for us, 
your partnership and your support of our mission! 

Janice C. Lilien 
Janice C. Lilien  Chief Executive Officer
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The Union County Family Justice Center opened in 
September 2017 offering a new option for survivors 
of domestic violence to obtain services.

The Union County 
Family Justice 
Center (FJC) is a 
joint initiative of the 
County of Union, 
the Union County 
Prosecutor’s Office, 

and the YWCA Union County. The mission of the 
Family Justice Center is to provide a community-
wide approach to delivering services to victims of 
domestic violence and their families.

Services offered include:

• Counseling and 
Case Management

• Court Advocacy
• Legal Advice & 

Representation

• Law Enforcement
• Prosecutor 
• Social Services

Empty Place 
at the Table 
Empty Place at the Table (EPATT) 
is an opportunity to give a voice to 
victims of domestic violence. Held 
each October during Domestic 
Violence Awareness month, the event 
is held in two parts. Our Empty Place 
at the Table art exhibition features 
dinner place settings representing 
real victims who have lost their lives 
at the hands of an intimate partner. 
The exhibition is meant to increase 
awareness of the true cost and 
lethality of domestic violence. The 
exhibition is followed by monologue 
performances inspired by true stories 
of those we serve, featuring local 
performers.
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2017 PROGRAM IMPACT

Emergency Shelter Program
79 Women and 76 Children

24 Hour Hotline
2,783 Calls

Supportive/Transitional Housing
16 Women, 18 Children

Family Justice Center
113 Clients

Court Advocacy
637 Clients

Counseling and Case Management
216 Clients

STEP (Skilled Training and 
Empowerment Program)
89 Clients

PALS Program 
(Peace, A Learned Solution)
59 Children, 32 Parents

Crisis Response Teams Program
27 Call Outs

Domestic Violence Liaison Program
405 Clients

Community and Professional 
Education
75 Presentations, 2,421 Participants

Angela came to the 
YWCA Union County 

with her two children after 
many years of physical 
and financial abuse. She 
had few resources and 
no idea where to turn. 
She came to the Family 
Justice Center and was 
assisted with her legal 
options and information 
about how to obtain a 
restraining order. The FJC intake worker provided 
her with a blank DVD to store information for her upcoming 
hearing. She was referred to the YWCA Court Advocate who 
helped her prepare for the hearing and accompanied her for 
support. The Officer at the FJC provided safe escort to and from 
the hearing.

But her journey was not over. Angela enter the YWCA Union 
County’s Emergency Shelter Program. While there, she began 
working with STEP (Skills Training and Empowerment Program) 
for workforce development coaching. Her children attended our 
PALS Program and received counseling and support to help them 
deal with the trauma and dislocation they had experienced.

Now Angela and her children are staying in our long-term 
Supportive Housing Program where they continue to access the 
services they need while Angela builds her skills and looks for 
employment. 

“When if first left our home, I had no idea how I was going to survive. The staff of the court house referred me to the Family Justice Center. Suddenly I had someone to help me. They prepared me for the court hearing and referred me to the other YWCA programs. They helped me find a place to live, got help for my children, and worked with me to get the skills I needed to return to work. I walked through one door, and so many others began to open for me. Thank you for your caring and support.”
  -Angela
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Honorees
Improve the Health & Safety of Women and Girls
Trinitas Regional Medical Center & Gary Horan, 
President and Chief Executive Officer

Advance Education & Economic Empowerment 
for Women and Girls
Victor M. Richel & Union County College

Advocate for Racial Justice & Civil Rights
Union County Interfaith Coordinating Council

Sponsors
Champion Sponsors
Elizabethtown Gas
Trinitas Regional Medical Center

Haven Sponsor
Union County College

Activist Sponsors
Community Access Unlimited, Inc.
Infineum USA L.P.
KPMG LLP

Advocate Sponsors
Allstate New Jersey
Investors Bank
Northfield Bank
Public Services Enterprise Group

2017 Empowering Women 
Cocktail Reception:  
A Voice for Every Woman 
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Host Sponsor
Wakefern Food Corp.

Enthusiast
ExxonMobil Research & Engineering

Benefactors
Colgate-Palmolive Company
DSM – Bright Science. Brighter LivingTM
GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare
Johnson & Johnson Health Care Systems, Inc.
Public Services Enterprise Group (PSEG)

Partners
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey
Infineum USA L.P.
Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies

Patrons
Johnson & Johnson Supply Chain
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
Panasonic Corporation of North American
Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery

2017 YWCA Union County 
Tribute to Women & Industry 
(TWIN) Awards Dinner

Thank you to 
our Sponsors



Members
Persimmon Friends Circle
Anonymous (2)
Delaine Bailey
Brent and Anne Marie Bramnick 
Janice Gossman
Michael and Rosemarie Graziano
Celia Intili
John and Josephine Jacobson
Jean Lachowicz, Ph.D.
Linda Ershow-Levenberg and David Levenberg
Janice Lilien
Kenneth and Virginia Richuso
Marie Tracy
 
Friends Circle
Margot Baruch
Jesenia Brown
Melody Brown
Natalie Guy
William and Kerry Hanlon
Natalie Kraner
Anthony and Emilia Lonardo
Joyce Mims
Karen Pfeifer-Jones
Kelly Raftice
Joanne Rajoppi
Elisa Santos
Daniel and Jennifer Schildge
Christina Stoneburner, Esq. 
Elisabeth Zimmerman

Visionary Members
Virginia Biggins
Maria Elena Bordas
Patricia Granda
Josephine Hernandez
     In memory of Josefina Hernandez
William and Frances Holzapfel
Diane Ruffle
Tiffany Stokes
Christine Urban
Joy Urbanski
Diana Vengsarkar
Ilene Wachs
Kathryn Wertheimer*

Premium Members
Christine Bjornstad
La Tonya Blue
John & Denise Esmerado
Edward Morgas
Michele Naples
Robyn Rajs
Melinda Zito
Jennifer M. Vriens

Sustaining Members
Jasmine Ahmed
Brenda Anderson
     In Memory of Helen Criscione
Ellen Atkins
Christopher Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Clark
Winona Cleveland
Tina Earley
Kenneth Fisher
Elizabeth Garcia
Julia Graziano
Jane Hanson
Joan Hollander
Marydette Holt

Andrea Jones
Ann Marinaccio
Lucinda Mercer
Gerard Ohen
Mary-Ann Rowland
Thomas and Kathleen Sateary
Louise Sgarro
Jonathan Solomon
Linda Specht
Sharon Steele
Theresa Vinales-Tatem
William Webb
Elizabeth Young

Basic Members
Gail Altamura
Christine Baron
Rawatie Beepath
Phil and Gloria Berlinski
Maria Caruso-Teresi
Mary Ciorciari-McAuliff
Dennis Connors
Barbara Cook
Joseph Cook
Scott Courtney
Teresa Gleason
Victoria Griswold
Jorge and Elsa Guerra
Jane Halsted
Diana Harnett
Pam Hartkopf
Josette Jean-Francois
 Aretha Johnson
Mary McTigue
Dana Melici
Joseph Miller
Shelley Miller
Lauren Paglione
Frederica Peterson
Sheila Reinoso-Jimenez
Patricia Roberts
Laura Ruhalter
Rogelio Tavera
Joan Yankitis
Janet Zahumeny

Other Donors
Anonymous Donors (3)
Earnest Allen
Tisheka Allen
Rosario Bastedo
John Bruzzi
Allan Bujnowski
Maryann Callahan
Nia Carter
Alfreda Coachman-Daniels
Erica Cohn
Carolyn Cooper
George Davis
Joleen Edwards
Helen French
Bernadette Guyton
Janyneton Hatziavvas
Carol Healey
Anna Hocek
Kelvin Holmes
Judith Hutton
Lois Kaish
Katelyn Keegan
Lynn Kelly
Carolyn Kiel
John and Christine Kline
John Laucius
Cynthia Manto

Linda Mastellone
Suzanne McConnell
Theresa McConnell
Danielle Mignella
Tony and Kathy Mignella
Mary Phillips
Allen Potts
Michelle Read
Lisa Ridge
Susan Smith
Justina and Frank Specht
Tara Stone
Miles Susskind
Asena Terry
Deborah Ullman
Nancy Wall
Robert and M. Jean Wands
Catherine Weiss, Esq. 
Donna Williams-Snead
Yette Wilson

Gifts in Memory
In Memory of Michael Urbanski

Sharon Dymnioski
Mike and Rosemarie Graziano
Tim and Corey Jung
John Laucius
Robert Meckes
Maria Quiles
Jennifer M. Vriens

In Memory of Christine Beye Dzienisiewski 
Ryan and Dana Felmet

In Memory of Margaret “Peggy” Jane Jehle
Anthony Castellanos

In Memory of Suzete Berrincha
Deirdre Vandeursen

Event Donors
Anonymous Donors (2)
Anthony and Janine Akey
Brenda Anderson
Bert Armeny
Delaine Bailey
Deborah Bersey
Melissa Betau
Virginia Biggins
Virginia Bodden
Maria Elena Bordas
JoAnn Boyle
Maria Elena Bordas
Crystal Bracero
Joanne Brezina
Jesenia Brown
Melody Brown
Pastor Howard Bryant
Lori Buck
Susan Buck
Ametra Burton
Cynthia Casiano
Elaine Clauer
Alan and Susan Coen
Judy Comitto
Barbara Cook
Vivian Demas
Barbara Cook
Denise DiFulco
Michele Dilworth
Lisa and Ryan Dreissig
Nicole Eniclerico
Kelsey and Henry Espinosa
Teresa and Angel Estrada
Freeholder Angel G. Estrada
Lynda Feder
Ryan and Dana Felmet

Linda Ferreira
Kim Forrester
Kelsey Gabriel
Linda and Ronald Gabriel
Ana Galindo
Deirdre Gelinne
Meghan Geraghty
Patricia Granda
Natalie Guy
Jane Hanson, Esq.
Natalie Guy
Carmen Hernandez
Lourdes Hernandez
William and Frances Holzapfel
Gary Horan
Michael Horn
Rev. William Ingram
Celia Intili
Giovanna Intili
Stephanie Jimenez
Deborah Jones
Joanna and Donna Jones
Natasha Jones
Dana Joyce
Kimberly Julian
Robin Karpel
Anita Keller
Robert Kolakowski
Theresa Kolas
Jane Kurek
Natalie Kraner
Kathleen and Leonard Lenihan
Janice Lilien
Pia Lobos
Alejandra Londono
Maris Lown
Consuelo Maldonado
Trisha Malinky
Brian and Caitlin Manley
Celia Anastasia Mantia
Jim Martin
Ana Martinez and Hugo Ubillus
Candyce Mayers
Lauren McComb
Raquel McCoy
Erin McGrath
Robin McHugh
Kim Mcintee
Adam McLaughlin
Margaret McMenamin
Karen McMullen
Patricia Mejia
Lorraine Mulligan
Maushumi Nerurkar
Athena Nicholas
Jennifer Nixon
Soad O'Connor
Virginia O'Donnell
Shirley Pajuelo
Janet Papciak
Karen Pfeifer-Jones
Margaret Pipchick, PhD
Kelly Raftice
Francis Raudelunas
Joseph Razzano
Phyllis Reich
Julianne Reycraft
Linda Richel
Victor Richel
Susan Richel Marchelitis
Elizabete Rocha
Lauren Rodriguez
Anne Russell
Pamela Sammarco
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2017 Contributions Thank you to the following individuals, governmental sources, foundations, 
corporations, and community organizations for your support!



Anne Russell
Janet Sangekar
Michelle Sanghera
Elisa Santos
Nora Scheid
Alexandra Schultz
Ron Severino
Briana Smith
Nicole Solotist
Briana Smith
Tara Stone
Nicole Solotist
Anthony Taranto
Stephanie Thomas
Barbara Townsend
Marie Tracy
Maria Tsitsiragos, Esq.
Lillian Tussel
Denise Valenti
Patricia Venezia
Jennifer M. Vriens
Deborah Walsh
Diane Weiss
Gary Wiener
Barbara Wister-Gulbin
Mary Zagar

*Deceased

Institutional Contributions
Haven Circle ($25,000 and above)
City of Elizabeth
County of Union
County of Union Board of Chosen Freeholders
Leona T. Scott Charitable Trust
State of NJ Department of Children and Families
State of NJ STOP VAWA Grants
State of NJ VOCA Victims Assistance Grants (VAG)
US Department of Housing & Urban Development
Wakefern Food Corp.

Defenders ($10,000 to $24,999)
Margaret and Peter Chang Foundation
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Elizabethtown Gas
Elizabethtown Healthcare Foundation
ExxonMobil Corporation
GlaxoSmithKline
Infineum USA L.P.
IOLTA Fund of the Bar of NJ
J&J Health Care Systems Inc.
Montclair Fund for Women
The Plainfield Foundation
PSEG
Fred C. Rommel Foundation
The Tyler Foundation
Trinitas Regional Medical Center
Turrell Fund
The Tyler Foundation
United Way of Greater Union County
Westfield United Fund

Partners ($1,000 to $9,999)
Allstate Foundation
Allstate New Jersey
Capital One Bank- Union
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Community Access Unlimited
Dance Innovations Performance Foundation
DSM Finance BV
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League, Inc.
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Foundation
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey

Investors Bank
Investors Foundation
J&J Supply Chain
Janssen Supply Group LLC
Karma Foundation
KPMG LLP
Liquid Church
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Matthijssen, Inc.
Metuchen Savings Bank
Northfield Bank
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
Panasonic
Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery
Provident Bank Foundation
PSEG
Rotary Club of Elizabeth
Union County College
Union Foundation
Westfield Foundation
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation
Westfield Service League
Wyndham Worldwide

Advocates ($500 to $999)
Empire Education Group, Inc
Fire Me Up! Studio
First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
Mandelbaum Salsburg
Patricia Perkins-Auguste Civic Association
Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery
PSEG Women's Network
TD Bank
Townley Presbyterian Church
TWIN Management Forum, Inc.
Verizon Foundation
zbt, Certified Public Accounting 
  & Consulting, LLC

Supporters ($100 to $499)
ABL Title Insurance Agency, LLC
Absolute Home Mortgage Corp.
Alex and Ani - Westfield
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
Community Access Unlimited
Cranford High School
Crossfit KOA
Diamond Gymnastics Academy
Document Solutions
Fanwood Lions Club
Feder Insurance Services LLC
Fire Me Up! Studio
GI Design Studio
Girl Scout Troop #40676
Highland Park School District-Middle School
Hobbie & Hobbie Attorneys at Law, LLC
Honorable Patricia Perkins-Auguste
Horizon Casualty Services, Inc.
Joseph Cryan
Lassus Wherley
Matilda Jane Clothing
Merck Partnership for Giving
Monarch Housing Associates
Partners for Women and Justice
Patricia Perkins-Auguste Civic Association
Plainfield Area YMCA
Presbyterian Women of 
   Connecticut Farms Church
Prudential Financial Inc.
Soroptimist International of Suburban Essex
The Juice House
Tim O'Brien Painting and Powerwashing
Tina Browning Real Estate
TKO Sewer Service

Union County Sheriff's Office-PBA Local 108A
UPS Foundation
Value Auto Rental
Woman's Club of Berkeley Heights
Women's Association - Community 
   Presbyterian Church of Mountainside
Yoga Essance

Friends (Up to $99)
Carlos Trucking Inc.
Give With Liberty
Honorable Manny Grova, Jr.
Ladies Philoptochos Society of 
   Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
Levine, Jacobs, & Company, LLC.
Matilda Jane Clothing
Merck Partnership for Giving
Prudential Foundation
Semple Bixel Associates, Inc.

In Kind Donations
ABC Television-Live with Kelly & Ryan
All Nations Church- Dorcas (Welfare Ministry)
Allstate Foundation
Alpha Delta Kappa
B.R.A.T.S M/C Community 
   Development Association
Barnes & Noble - Springfield
Battin High School-Class of 1944
Bethlehem Judah Christian Fellowship
Blue and Gold Club
Capital One Bank- Union
City Fire Equipment Co.
Clark Police Department
Cranford Clergy Council
Cranford United Methodist Church
Croppin at the Inn
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
William J. Dowdy Foundation
Dreyer Farms
Elizabeth Area Women's Missionary Society
Elizabeth Police Department
Elizabeth Public Schools- Interact Club
Evangel Chapel
Fab Commerce & Design
Fine Group Inc.
Food Bazaar Supermarket
Garden State Quilters
Girl Scout Troop #40156
Girl Scout Troop #40274
Girl Scout Troop #40462
Girl Scout Troop #40480
Girl Scout Troop #40676
Girl Scout Troop #41248
Good Shepherd Academy
Greater Mount Teman A.M.E. Church
Green Thumb Garden Club of Cranford
Hershey's Subs, Deli, and Catering
Hillside Police Department
Hourglass Diva Co.
Hurden-Looker Elementary School
I Am Her Ministries
Infineum USA L.P.
Innovate Salon Academy
It Takes a Village
Jerzey Peach Productions
Johnstone Supply Company
Joseph & Curtis Custom Wine Cellars
Junior Woman's Club of Westfield
Kean University
Knit the Need
Knit Wits Schaefer Gardens
Ladies Philoptochos Society of 
   Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

Lassus Wherley
LEAD (Kean University)
Leadership Guidance, Inc.- Spirit of Excellence
Let's Share a Meal
Linden High School - Youth for United Way
Linden Presbyterian Church- Safe Haven Initiative
Liquid Church
Love You Girl Foundation
Mabel G. Holmes Annex 5B
Magic Fountain Ice Cream & Grill
Magical Healing
Mandelbaum Salsburg
Martin Jewelers
Moms Demand Action
Moms Helping Moms Foundation, Inc.
Morning Star Community Christian Center
Mountainside Recreation Department
Ana Galindo
Mystic Vision Players
New Jersey State Police
New Vision Youth Ministry of Camp Jehovah
NJSPCA
Oak Tree Presbyterian Church
Old City Cafe & Grill
One Kind Step
Oriental Trading Company
Pajama Program
Park Street Chapel
Party City
Patricia Perry Salon
Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery
Printing Techniques
PSEG
Assemblywoman Annette Quijano, Esq.
Red Cadillac, The
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital-Rahway
Roselle Park Girl Scouts
Rotary Club of Union
Soroptimist International of Suburban Essex
St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church
St. Michael's Church
St. Theresa Church
Stonecrest Community Church
Superior Court of New Jersey
Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael
Temple Beth Or-Beth Torah
The Jamison Group
The Mills at Jersey Gardens
The Tuesday Club of Westfield
This Little Light, Inc
Thomas Jefferson First Academy-Yes Program
TSA - Newark
Union County School Nurses Association
United Methodist Church of Linden
United Way of Greater Union County
Urban League of Union County, Inc.
Verizon Wireless
Victoria's Secret - Elizabeth
Weichert Realtors
Whole Foods Market-Clark
Woman's Club of Berkeley Heights
Women's Association - Community 
   Presbyterian Church of Mountainside
Women's Club of Union

In preparing this report, the YWCA Union County has 
attempted to recognize all those who contributed so generously 
during the period January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017. 
We apologize for any errors or omissions. 
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2017 ContributionsThank you to the following individuals, governmental sources, foundations, 
corporations, and community organizations for your support!



REVENUE

  Government Grants & Contracts $2,165,989 74%

  Donations & Contributions 460,792 16%

  United Way GUC 18,000 1%

  Program Service Fees 64,930 2%

  Special Events (net of expense) 154,088 5%

  Unrealized Gain on Investment/Other 67,237 2%

TOTAL REVENUE: $2,931,036

Financial Highlights 
Fiscal Year 2017

Fiscal Year 2017 (January 1 to December 31)

EXPENSE
  Program Services $2,413,811 91%

  Management & General 37,862 1%

  Fundraising 209,020 8%

TOTAL EXPENSE: $2,660,693 
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2017 Management Team
(as of 12/31/17) 

Janice C. Lilien
Chief Executive Officer

Danika Ali
Assistant Executive Director for Core Services

Adela Caceres
Director, Family Justice Center

Ana Y. Martinez
Director of Finance

Jennifer M. Vriens
Director of Development & Marketing

Program Directors:

Carmen Hernandez
Director of PALS

Kathryn Lynch
Director of Community Support Services

Candyce Mayers
Director of Residential Services

Annual Report Editing:
Jennifer M. Vriens     



YWCA Union County
1131 East Jersey Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07201 
Phone:  (908) 355-1995 • www.ywcaunioncounty.org
24 Hour Hotline:  (908) 355-HELP (4357)


