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YWCA Union County Mission
The YWCA is dedicated to eliminating racism, 

empowering women, and promoting peace, 
justice, freedom and dignity for all. 

In this context, YWCA Union County is on a mission to: 

• Empower survivors of domestic violence 
to become safe and free from abuse

• Promote social justice and eliminate 
violence against women and girls

We accomplish this mission through
the provision of comprehensive, client-centered

services, and through education, collaboration 
and advocacy that builds safe, informed 

and supportive communities.
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Dear Friends, 

I’m reminded of a song, I’m Still Standing, released in 1983 about overcoming adversity. 
Well 2019 brought adversity, and thanks to you, we are still standing – stronger than 
ever. In September of 2019, a fire severely damaged our flagship building that we had 
occupied for 99 years. Instead of the tragedy it could have been, we recognized the 
opportunity and began plans to build a new, accessible, state of the art building that 
will not only continue to meet the need for client services but give us room to grow. We 
began our “Building for the Future” Capital Campaign in December 2019 and with your 
help, we are well on our way to completion.

But that was not the end of adversity, this was only the beginning. In the early months 
of 2020, we all faced a new threat together from the COVID-19 pandemic. In a matter of 
days, we had to change, and dare I say pivot, to finding new ways to do everything we do, 
serving our clients, communicating with the public, our partners and donors, and even 
how we hold events. And you did as well. As new client needs emerged, you responded. 
When our clients needed the basics such as food and diapers, our food drive helped meet 
the needs of over 150 clients who reached out to us for help. Businesses and community 
organizations donated food, sanitary products and more to support the needs of our 
clients. You made a difference.

Next year, the YWCA Union County will mark 100 years of serving the needs of our 
community and serving victims of domestic violence for nearly half that time. Our 
donors play a critical role in making this possible. Thank you for being our partners in 
our mission and for responding to the need during some of the most challenging times 
we’ve known. 

Janice C. Lilien 
Janice C. Lilien  Chief Executive Officer

Message from the Chief Executive Officer
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Advocacy
In June, staff and board members of the YWCA Union County 
attended the YWCA USA’s Capitol Hill Day and National Meeting 
in Washington DC. Our team joined our sister associations in 
New Jersey to meet with our NJ Senators and Congresspersons 
to advocate for issues that affect our constituents such as 
the renewal of The Violence Against Women Act, affordable 
childcare, and others. After a day on the Hill, the opening 
reception of the national meeting was held at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of African American History and Culture.

YWCA USA National Meeting

New Jersey Annual Attorney 
General's Conference

Our Family Justice Center Director, 
Adela Caceres, along with other Family 
Justice Center Directors in the State of 
New Jersey presented at the Attorney 
Generals Conference in May. An overview 
of New Jersey’s Family Justice Centers, 
the creation of the Family Justice Center 
model, and more was discussed.

United Nations Commission 
on the Status of Women

At the United Nations 
headquarters in New York 
City, Board Member, Margot 
Baruch and Assistant 
Executive Director, Danika 
Ali represented YWCA at the 
63rd Commission on the 
Status of Women in March. 
They made some new 
friends and participated in 
activities related to social 
protection and public 
services.

Andrei Jackaments, our TWIN photographer, volunteered to take formal 
headshots for our STEP clients preparing to enter the workforce. A 
make-up artist, Ruth Gilchrist, joined him to help clients look and feel 
wonderful! Pictured here is Andrei, photographing one of our clients.

Junior League of 
Elizabeth-Plainfield

In March, the Junior League 
provided sixty tote bags 
containing activity books, 
snacks, and toiletries for 
our Family Justice Center 
and Crisis Response Teams 
clients. Mothers and their 
children use these bags while 
they are waiting in court.

Client Headshots

Moms Demand Action

YWCA teamed up with Union 
County Moms Demand Action to 
hold an “In Her Shoes” workshop 
during Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month in October. 
In Her Shoes is an interactive 
exercise to give participants 
a better understanding of the 
choices and experiences of 
victims of domestic violence. 

Members of the Newcomers 
Club of Westfield hosted a 
yoga event to benefit our 
domestic violence programs. 
The event included vendors 
and Lockey Maisonneuve, 
the author of A Girl Raised 
by Wolves, who donated a 
portion of their proceeds to 
the YWCA.

Junior League of 
Elizabeth-Plainfield
Junior League of 
Elizabeth-Plainfield

Newcomers Club of 
Westfield
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2019 YWCA Tribute to Women 
and Industry (TWIN) Awards Dinner
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A Lethal Reality: When 
Domestic Violence Turns Deadly

The YWCA Union County, along with 
our partners – Kean University, Trinitas 
Regional Medical Center, Iris House, Family 
and Children’s Services, Elizabethtown 
Healthcare Foundation, Union County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Union County 
Prosecutor’s Office, and the Union County 
Office of Victim Witness Advocacy held the 
6th Annual Domestic Violence Symposium, 
A Lethal Reality: When Domestic Violence 
Turns Deadly. Our Keynote Speaker was 
Jacquelyn C. Campbell, Ph.D., RN, FAAN 
of the Johns Hopkins University School 
of Nursing, developer of the Danger 
Assessment, a tool that helps to determine 
the level of danger an abused woman has of 
being killed by her intimate partner. 

Thank you to our Sponsors!

Champion
Wakefern Food Corp.

Enthusiast
ExxonMobil Research & Engineering

Benefactors
Colgate-Palmolive Company

Infineum USA L.P.
Johnson & Johnson Health Care Systems, Inc.

Public Services Enterprise Group (PSEG)

Partners
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey

Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery

Patrons
Johnson & Johnson Supply Chain

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
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The YWCA Union County celebrated 
99 years of providing services to 
our community. With our theme 
- Celebrating Empowerment: 99 
Years on a Mission – the YWCA 
honored our partners serving 
Union County. This was our 
signature event celebrating nearly 
a century of serving our community 
and empowering survivors of 
domestic violence.

PREMIER SPONSOR

Kean University
HAVEN SPONSOR

Infineum USA L.P.
ACTIVIST SPONSORS
Elizabethtown Gas

The Housing Authority 
of the City of Elizabeth

Investors Bank
KPMG LLP

ADVOCATE SPONSORS
Allstate New Jersey

Dewberry
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ

Maria Elena Bordas
Northfield Bank

Public Services Enterprise Group (PSEG)
Union County College

Honoree
Kean University

The Housing 
Authority of the City of Elizabeth

Westfield United Fund

Honoree

Honoree
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Strides4Strength

Premium Walk Sponsor
Infineum USA L.P.

Walk Sponsors
BW Nice

Dewberry
Valley Bank

zbt Certified Public Accounting 
and Consulting, LLC

Empty Place at the Table

Empty Place at the Table (EPATT) is 
an opportunity to give a voice to the 
experience of survivors of domestic 
violence. The event is part exhibit and 
part performance. Our Empty Place at 
the Table art exhibition features dinner 
place settings representing real victims 
who have lost their lives at the hands 
of an intimate partner. The exhibition 
is meant to increase awareness of the 
true cost and lethality of domestic 
violence. The exhibition was followed 
by “In Her Shoes,” a educational tool for 
experiential learning about domestic 
violence. Participants move, act, 
think, and make choices as a person 
experiencing an abusive relationship.



2019 
Program 
Impact

Sofia experienced physical, financial, and 
psychological abuse from her husband over many 

years. She left the home with her young daughter but 
needed guidance and help with her domestic violence 
case against her husband. A local social service agency 
referred her to our Family Justice Center. 
 
Sofia came to the Center and met with one of our staff. She shared the 
abuse she had experienced over many years and now that she had left 
the home, she needed protection through the court system. She found it 
overwhelming and had no idea where to start. Our staff reviewed her legal 
options and also worked on a safety plan for her and her child during this 
time. The FJC staff connected her with one of our legal partners and she was 
able to obtain a restraining order against her husband.
 
Because of the long term abuse she had experienced, our staff connected 
Sofia with our Counseling Program. Counseling helped her understand 
the ways her husband had abused and controlled her. She focused her 
counseling sessions on her mental health and ways she could support her 
daughter through this process. 
 
With the assistance of her counselor, Sofia obtained financial assistance 
through the Victims Crime Compensation Office and began attending the 
YWCA’s STEP program for help with job readiness. 
 
With the help of YWCA services, Sofia is ready to start the next chapter of 
her life knowing we are always here to help her.
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24 Hour Hotline
2,161 Calls 
Emergency Shelter Program
54 Women, 50 Children

Transitional Housing
7 Women

Supportive Housing
21 Women, 43 Children

Family Justice Center
565 Clients

Court Advocacy
462 Clients

Counseling and Case Management
198 Clients

STEP (Skills Training and 
Empowerment Program)
92 Clients

PALS Program (Peace, A Learned Solution)
57 Children, 33 Parents

Crisis Response Teams Program
87 Call Outs

Domestic Violence Liaison Program
445 Clients

Community and Professional Education
100 Presentations; 3,875 Participants

TOTAL SERVED: 8,150
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Members
Persimmon Friends Circle
Anonymous (2)
Delaine Bailey
Anne Marie Bramnick
William and Kerry Hanlon
Celia Intili
Janice Lilien
Kenneth and Virginia Richuso
Elisa Santos
Marie Tracy
Arthur Winter
 
Friends Circle
Virginia Biggins
Janice Gossman
Lisa Hiscano
Natalie Kraner
Celia Intili
John and Josephine Jacobson
Aretha Johnson
Allyson Kavner
Anthony and Emilia Lonardo
Joyce Mims
Robert and Maureen Myre
Kelly Raftice
Luz Santana
Daniel and Jennifer Schildge
Jemia Singleton
Tiffany Stokes

Christina Stoneburner
Heather Suarez
Ilene Wachs
Zeida Weekley

Premium Members
Margot Baruch 
Melody Brown
Christine Bjornstad
Tina Earley
Karen Pfeifer-Jones
Tiia Piller
Louise Sgarro
Nancy Sheridan
Joy Urbanski
Diana Vengsarkar
Jennifer M. Vriens
Mary Zagar
Elisabeth Zimmerman
Melinda Zito

Sustaining Members
Brenda Anderson
Victoria Bixel
Susan Collins
Theresa Cosmas
Joan Hollander
William and Frances Holzapfel
Rita Klachkin
John and Christine Kline
Ann Marinaccio
Margaret McMenamin

Dolores Raftice
Lawrence and Nancy Raftice
Robyn Rajs
Thomas and Kathleen Sateary
Kris Silvestry and Brenda Ditterfield
Heather Suarez
Jonathan Solomon
Jeffrey Spelman
Elsa Yuriko Tsuji-Balderas and 
   Victor Morales Benitez
Elizabeth Young

Basic Members
Lorraine Brooks-Body
Nicolina Del Rosario
Amelia Hewko
Mary McTigue
Ilpa Patel
Mugure Pyron
Bidisa Rai
Patricia Roberts
Lauren Swierc
Joan Yankitis

Other Donors
Danika Ali
Shanielly Angioletto
Lois Bass
Deborah Bersey
Tara Charvat
Alan and Susan Coen
Carol Cohen
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2019 Contributions
Thank you to the following individuals, governmental 
sources, foundations, corporations, and community 
organizations for your support!

Eileen Cusack
Allison Edgley
Sgt. Mahasin El-Amin
Shari Erasmus
Kelsey and Henry Espinosa
Jacalyn Felmet
Ryan and Dana Felmet
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot Friedman
GRC Wireless
Nathalie Hernandez
Rosa Jaramillo
Lois Kaish
Mr. and Ms. Gregory Krummenacker
Ann Lane
Brian and Caitlin Manley
Elena McDermott
Michael Oswald
Mary Phillips
William and Mary Alice Raftice
Carmen Rivera
Mr. and Ms. Patrick Rogan
Dina Rosato
Heather Suarez
Nancy Wall
Deborah White

Event Donors
Anonymous 
Peter and Courtney Agnello
Tisheka Allen
Anna Amaya
Delaine Bailey
Abby Baruch
Bennett Baruch
Margot Baruch 
Kimberly Berry
Deborah Bersey
Virginia Biggins
Maria Elena Bordas
JoAnn Boyle
Colleen Hall Brosnan
Jesenia Brown
Melody Brown

Donna Bucaro
Adela Caceres
Maria Carvalho
Joseph Cauda
Maria Chiappelli
Elaine Clauer
Alan and Susan Coen
Marco Correia
Joana Costa
Wendell Cozzi
Gabrielle Cyr
Robin D'amore
Paul DiGasbarro and Nancy Derbyshire
Lisa and Ryan Dreissig
Tina Earley
Kelsey and Henry Espinosa
Lynda Feder
Ryan and Dana Felmet
Lilly Fiduccia
Linda Flores-Tober
Denisa Friga
Bob Gallagher
Mr. and Ms. Joseph Gawel
Deirdre Gelinne
Meghan Geraghty
Casey Gocel
Joanne Gocel
Natalie Gocel
Ana Lidia Gonzalez
Terry Gould
Casey Haduch
Jane Hanson
Cathy Hart
Sherry Heidary
Carmen Hernandez
Josephine Hernandez
Lisa Hiscano
Joan Hollander
William and Frances Holzapfel
Claudia Hudson
Lutonya Hunter
Celia Intili
Rosa Jaramillo

Aretha Johnson
William Jones
Audrey Kelly
Natalie Kraner
Jane Kurek
Christina Lapatka
Roy B. Lee, Jr.
Marjorie Leffler
Janice Lilien
Alejandra Londono
Kathryn Lynch
Dasantila Maksutaj
Trisha Malinky
Ginny Malley
Cynthia Manto
Ana Martinez
Mr. and Mrs. Sean McDonald
Mr. Robert Mustard
Shannon Myre 
Chrissy Olas
Joanne Oppelt
Jordyn Pennyfeather
Maria Petock
Dena Phillips
Anabela Pinho
Margaret Pipchick
Emy Quispe
Kelly Raftice
Donna Redman
Nina Renda
Carmen Rivera
 Dina Rosato
Anne Russell*
Danny Russoniello
Jeffrey P. Sagalow
Mansi Sanghvi
Luz Santana
Elisa Santos
Mr. and Ms. Michael Schaff
Nora Scheid
Karen Scott
Nancy Sheridan
Shirley-Mae Smith and Harvey Roter

2019 Contributions  |  13



Susan Smith
Nicole Solotist
Jessica Stewart
Heather Suarez
Carrie Sumas
Stephanie Thomas
Anthony Tomasello
Matthew Tomasello
Maria Tsitsiragos
Denise Valenti
Eric Vitale
Jennifer M. Vriens
Tamara Williams
Laura Winn
Arthur Winter
Barbara Wister-Gulbin
Joan Yankitis*
Mary Yergalonis
Joseph Zingone

*Deceased

Institutional 
Contributions
Haven Sponsor ($25,000 and above)
City of Elizabeth
County of Union
Count of Union Board of Chosed Freeholders
Elizabethtown Healthcare Foundation
National Temperance Society
Leona T. Scott Charitable Trust
State of NJ Department of Children and Families 
State of NJ STOP VAWA Grants
State of NJ VOCA Victims Assistance Grants (VAG)
US Department of Housing and 
   Urban Development (HUD)
US Office on Violence Against Women (OVW)

Defenders ($10,000 to $24,999)
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Elizabethtown Gas
ExxonMobil Corporation

Infineum USA L.P.

IOLTA Fund of the Bar of NJ
J&J Health Care Systems
Kean University
PSEG
Fred C. Rummel Foundation
The Schumann Fund for New Jersey
Summit Foundation
Turrell Fund
The Tyler Foundation
Wakefern Food Corp.
Westfield United Fund

Partners ($1,000 to $9,999)
Allstate Foundation
Allstate New Jersey
Margaret and Peter Chang Foundation
Dance Innovations Performance Foundation
Dewberry
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League, Inc.
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Foundation
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey
Horizon Casualty Services, Inc.
Investors Bank
Investors Foundation
J&J Supply Chain
Karma Foundation
KPMG LLP
Montclair Fund for Women
Ladies Philoptochos Society of 
   Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Newcomers Club of Westfield
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
Northfield Bank
Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery
The Plainfield Foundation
Provident Bank Foundation
Phi Eta Omega Chapter of 
   Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Rotary Club of Elizabeth
St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church
Union County College
Union County Savings Bank
Westfield Foundation
Westfield Service League

Advocates ($500 to $999)

ADP Roseland
BJE HS
BW Nice Union County Chapter
First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
Valley Bank

Supportors ($100 to $499)
American Water
ATS+Partners
Bethany Christian Services
Chi Upsilon Sigma National Latin Sorority, Inc.
Empire Education Group, Inc
Episcopal Church of St. James
Fanwood Lions Club
Kean University Alumni Association
Mercer Advisors
Unity Bank
Union County Sheriff's Office-PBA Local 108A
Whole Foods Market
Women's Association - 
   Community Presbyterian Church of Mountainside
Woman's Club of Berkeley Heights

Friends (up to $99)
Amazon Smile
Manavi, Inc
Presbyterian Women of Connecticut Farms Church
Prudential Matching Gifts Program
Verizon Foundation

In Kind Donations
&grain
ADP Roseland
AIG Insurance Company
Allied Fire & Safety Co., Inc.
Allstate Insurance Office - Sovi Pujols
Andrei Jackamets Photography
B.R.A.T.S M/C Community Development Association
Hans Baigorrea
Margot Baruch 
Gwendolyn Beetham
Bovella's
JoAnn Boyle
BW Nice Corporate Office
BW Nice Union County Chapter
Diana Ceballos
Colgate-Palmolive Company

Jane Collins
Colonia High School
Community Food Bank
Compamento de Jehova
Ms. Theresa Cosmas
Dairy Queen
Nelle Dixon
Elizabeth Police Department
Joan Evans
Farinolio Italian Eatery
Marc and Lisa Favata
Feder Insurance Services LLC
Ferraros Restaurant
Fiammas Brick Oven Pizza
Fine Group Inc.
First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
Food for Thought of NJ
Gateway Family YWCA
Girl Scout Troop #20440
Girl Scouts of Clark, Garwood, & Winfield
Sandra Gomez
Ada Hilda Gonzalez Delgado
Patricia Granda
Austin Greitz
Maria Guiducci
Diomaris Guzman
Hannah Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, Inc.
He Hears He Cares Ministry International
Sherry Heidary
Assemblyman Jamel Holley
Hubbard Middle School Girls Rock 
   "Community Service Group"
Infineum USA L.P.
International Free & Accepted Masons Order 
   of the Eastern Star
Italian Village
Melissa Jaipal
The Jamison Group
Johnstone Supply Company
Junior League of Elizabeth - Plainfield
Kilwins
Susan Kloepfer
Knit Wits Schaefer Gardens
Joan and Liz Krov
Judith Landgraf
Let's Share a Meal
Janice Lilien
Linden High School - Youth for United Way

Little Shop of Comics
Live Life Again
Ginny Malley
Anne Marnnarino
Mary Kay Cosmetics
Massage Envy
Patricia Mejia
Mindful Kids for Kids
Blake and Joanna Moran
Newcomers Club of Westfield
North Stelton AME Church
Emily O'Mea
On the Side Spa
Operation Warm
Osceola Presbyterian Church
Otterstedt Insurance Company
Pajama Program
Jenny Palladino
Rose Mary Petersen
Phi Eta Omega Chapter of 
   Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Phillips 66 Bayway Refinery
Pink Victoria's Secret
Pump It Up
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital-Rahway
Dina Rosato
Ross & Calandrillo, LLC
Rotary Club of Union
Christina Salgueiro
Salon Four
Luz Santana
Karen Scott
Second Westfield Senior Citizens Housing: 
   Creative Hands Group
Kateryna Shushval
Sigma Beta Chi Sorority
Sisterhood of Empowerment
Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El of Westfield
Gloria Smith
Sofi's Color Lounge
Cathy Sprague
Springfield Columbiettes Auxiliary
St. Raphael Church-Samaritans Always Care: 
   Social Concerns Committee
Stephanie's Great American Angels
Tara Stone
Heather Suarez

TD Bank - Fanwood Branch
Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael
Thompson Hine LLP
Elizabeth Tomasello
Elsa Yuriko Tsuji-Balderas and Victor Morales 
Benitez
Turtle & Hughes Inc
Union County Office of 
   Community Engagement and Diversity
Union County School Nurses Association
Union County Social Services
Valley Bank
Victoria's Secret - Elizabeth
Weichert Realtors
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Arthur Winter
Woman's Club of Berkeley Heights
YES Program - Halsey Academy
Yestercades
Youth & Family Counseling Service

In preparing this report, the YWCA Union County 
has attempted to recognize all those who contributed 
so generously during the period January 1, 2019 to 
December 31, 2019. We apologize for any 
errors or omissions.
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REVENUE
  Government Grants & Contracts	 $2,356,605	 64%
  Donations & Contributions	 729,658	 20%
  Program Service Fees	 82,347	 2%
  Proceeds from Casualty Loss	 258,104	 7%
  Special Events (net of expense)	 132,633	 4%
  Unrealized Gain on Investment/Other	 105,511	 3%

TOTAL REVENUE:	          $3,664,858	

Financial Highlights 
Fiscal Year 2019

Fiscal Year 2019 (January 1 to December 31)

EXPENSE
  Program Services	 $2,914,877	 93%
  Management & General	 41,370	 1%
  Fundraising	 192,590	 6%

TOTAL EXPENSE:	 $3,148,837   
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2019 Management Team
(as of 12/31/19) 

Janice C. Lilien
Chief Executive Officer

Danika Ali
Assistant Executive Director for Core Services

Adela Caceres
Director, Family Justice Center

Ana Y. Martinez
Director of Finance & Administration

Jennifer M. Vriens
Director of Development & Marketing

Program Directors:

Tisheka Allen
Director of Residential Services 

Carmen Hernandez
Director of PALS

Kathryn Lynch
Director of Community Support Services

Annual Report Editing:
Jennifer M. Vriens 
Caroline Schiavo
     



YWCA Union County
PO Box 462, Kenilworth NJ 07033 
Phone:  (908) 355-1500 • www.ywcaunioncounty.org
24 Hour Hotline:  (908) 355-HELP (4357)


