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 Union  YWCAA Union County Community:Dear 

I am thrilled to be        
of Directors, the leadership team including Kathryn L

Ana Mar     , Directorr, 
Lisa Poris, Director of the Family Justice Center
Community Support Services and Sheri Groover
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County which has nearly doubled in one year
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 l in making this transition a smooth one.  I am grateful for their on

 are proud of our accomplishments lastee       W Wennual Report. 
The care and   over 8000 survivors of domestic violence. 

 are grateful to our donors andee       W We   urvivors is paramount. 
  vernment support to help us meet the needs of Union

 Despite this, we were able.   s nearly doubled in one year       r. 
   enges and continue to provide help.

. Kathryn Led by Dr   r. KathrynAnnual Report what we do.     is new 
  am Directors lead our social workers and specialists to

, housing and care that could be provided during   dvocacy   y, housing and care that could be provided during
 ll also see the work by the Pinnacle Corporation to help

   adquarters which is now scheduled to open fourth quarter

    who have contributed to our building, our work and our mission 
  and eliminate racism.

    of our clients, “I started out a victim and now I am a survivor; thanks
.” on County  y.”
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2023.

Thank you to all w            
empower women   

As stated by one of our clients, “I started out a victim and now I am a survivor; thanks
 Unio  YWCAA Union Countyto the 

ery truly yours,VVery truly yours,

Karen Geer
Executive Directorlea
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Emergency Shelter
Our Emergency Shelter provides a safe, comfortable
environment for victims and their children in need of

The shelter is in an undisclosed location,. immediate safety
Advofed 24/7 by caring and compassionate Shelter and staf -

The welcoming home-like atmosphere is fostered bycates. 
special events throughout the year including holiday
celebrations, self-care activities, children enrichment
experiences and seasonal workshops. In 2022 throughout
the year we hosted onsite events where residents could

 for back-to-school supplies, thanksgiving meals, winter‘shop’
, art classes, musicAdditionallygear and holiday toys. 

workshops, and special self-care events like yoga were
conducted for residents and their children.

, call our Hotline at connect with our Emergency ShelteroTTo
(908) 355-4357.

Supportive Housing
Supportive Housing provides long-term housing, up to two
years. Supportive Housing is only for women with children.

 
  
  
 

 
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 
  
  
 

 
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 
  
  
 

 
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 
  
  
 

 
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

This program is designed to allow women additional time to
ficiency and independence. Residents arebuild self-suf

.invited to all events held at the emergency shelter
, in 2022, all Supportive Housing families wereAdditionally

 for the holidays and received gifts for all members‘adopted’
of the household including toys, gift cards, and holiday meal
items.

 help. Bess  ’’sYWCAI feel very happy with -
cause of your help I have been able to re-
gain, little by little, my independence and
feel safe and supported. (translated from
Spanish)

Thank you for providin     
my son in this plac   
people work. Without    
not have been able   
(translated from Span“
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Housing program. Pia says,
“It is a privilege to help clients
who have fled dangerous
situations and are now
restarting their lives. My
clients have to now face

ferent challenges such asdif
childcare, financial independ-
ence, immigration, and
ultimately learn how to be on
their own once they leave my
program  It has been reward-

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

program. It has been reward
ing for me as a case manager
over the years to problem
solve and safety plan around

 my hope that when they move on to theirs barriers. It’my clients’
, they do so by knowing how to better recognizenext chapter

the red flags in their relationships, and ultimately can lead a
healthy and sustainable life for themselves and their children.”
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            Infinite thanks for the support I received. I have grown“100% and now have knowledge of my rights and have 
recovered my self-esteem... thank you to everyone who
works there to help us overcome our fears and to know we

ranslated from Spanish )are not alone. (T   Translated from Spanish )

Counseling  
Case Mana

 Co   YWCAA Counseling Program providesThe 
victims with confidential individual counseling
and support groups. Individual counseling
provides a safe space for victims to begin to
talk about and work through the trauma of do
mestic violence. 
seling provides an opportunity for victims to
realize that they are not alone and reduce the
isolation they have experienced often created
by the abuser to further control the victim. 

, clients receive psychoeducationAdditionally
about domestic violence, crisis intervention,
and safety planning.  
able in English and Spanish by bilingual/bi

Sasha is the case manager for Community Sup-
port Services. She has been the case manager
for 5 years. Sasha says, “The best part about being
a case manager is being able to empower clients
through knowledge and being privileged to witness
their growth throughout their process to stabilization.
The hardest part for a survivor is deciding to leave
their abuser and being
able to ask for help to

As a casedo so. 
manager I recognize

 strengths, supclients’ -
,port their autonomy

and inspire confidence
in their competency
through the process of
advocating and con-
necting them to re-

tGHiGHliff Hta — SaSHaS
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necting them to re-
sources. My hope is for
clients to feel empow-
ered to continue to
strive for independ-
ency and feel confident
in their ability to do so.”

,As a case manager
she creates goals with clients based on their needs
and provides them resources and information to
support them in achieving their goals. She provides
follow up advocacy for clients when needed to
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Case management services connect clients
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    tegories of housing,
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fall under the general cat   

  ces, healthcare, furimmigration, social servic   -
  es for children, andniture support, resources for children, and

many others. 

follow up advocacy for clients when needed to
support clients in obtaining assistances that will help
accomplish established goals.

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

    
    

        
 



 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  

 
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 (Emergency Room Domest  ERDVL

eam)CRT (Crisis Response T   Team)
eam provides critical services to domestic violence victims at theTTeam provides critical services to domestic violence victims at theThe Crisis Response 

 Coordinator manages a team of on-call volunteersT full-time CRAA full-time CRtime of police contact. 
who provide immediate support to the victim at the time of incident. 
can be mobilized when police are called to an active domestic violence situation or when
a survivor walks into the police station to discuss their options. 
program is to provide a comprehensive and collaborative response between the local,

, and state police departments and the county
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 ( g y   
iolence Liaison is a domestic violence specialist, whoThe Emergency Room Domestic V

s services in a hospital setting. provides our agency’
domestic violence who are seeking medical care in the 
for the injuries they have sustained due to the domestic incident. 
immediate support such as safety planning, and on-going support such as case
management and advocacy
This position represents a partnership of the 

rinitas Regional M  Tfice, and  Ofs’Prosecutor

Community and Professional Educ  
The Community Educator provides presenta    
and community organizations to help them     
violence and use the knowledge to produce      

The    dress the barriers survivors may face. 
i     program facilitates our 40 Hour Domestic V

or programs who want to expand their know       
Community Educator develops a network     
through participation in outreach events such        
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They work directly with victims of    l setting. 
rinitas Hospital emergency roomT      care in the 

 providesThe ER DVL  L provides        he domestic incident. 
     ng, and on-going support such as case

, the Union County Union CountyYWCAA Union County      e 
.  edical Center

   cation Program
fices, schools,    ations across government of

     m understand the dynamics of domestic
       a coordinated community response to ad-

e community and professional education
iolence professional training for individuals

The       wledge and work with this population. 
     of connections and spreads awareness

     h as resource fairs, job fairs, and street fairs.
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sre
fendprogram provides services to the non-ofALS The P -

ing parent and children between the ages of 3-17 years
program is trauma reductionALS PThe goal of the old. 

The program provides sixthrough the creative arts. 
months of creative arts therapy services to children
using diverse creative arts modalities such as drama

. Creative artsand movement, art, and music therapy
goals such as: increasingALS Ptherapists focus on 

, improving emotional well-personal sense of safety
being and communication skills, and developing
healthy relationships. Individual therapists and a case

fending parent withmanager provide the non-of
wasALS resources, referrals and counseling services. P

thrilled to re-open our doors for in-person sessions with
children in 2022. When given a choice between in-
person and virtual, as the year went on, more and more
clients chose to come back in-person.fut

ur
esoluti

 LEARNED SOLUTION)AA LEARNED SOLUTION)ALS (PEACE: P
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Alberto came to the United States from
Columbia 35 years ago, completing his
education at Montclair State University

tGHiGHliff Hta— SortlBea
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education at Montclair State University
 in Psychology andwhere he obtained an MA    A in Psychology and

then an MSW from Rutgers School of Social
Againstiolence ork with a certification in VW

omen and Children. He has over 25 yearsW
of experience and for the last seven years
Alberto has worked as the bilingual adult

ALS program.counselor in the P   PALS program.

“I have a strong commitment to end
violence against women. I have worked on
this field for the last 25 years and I have
had a great opportunity to help many
survivors of domestic violence, working on
empowering them and give some hope for

fortthe future. I am glad to be part of this ef
f. I am proud as a stafYWCAA stafalong with the 

man to be able to share my experience with
ALSso many families that come to our P

services.”
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On September 13, 2022 we celebrated the five year anniversary of
 opening. Having served over 2702 clientss’the Family Justice Center

in their first five years, providing them with nearly 7000 referrals and
providing over 15,000 individual services, the FJC team is looking
forward to the next five years.
In 2022, the FJC team worked with 595 clients and the Court 
cates, based out of the FJC, provided support to an additional 379.

AFF PROVIDED:FJC ST TAFF PROVIDED:

 PROGRAMADVOCACY
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AFF PROVIDED:FJC ST TAFF PROVIDED:
• 96 Court Preparation 

Session
• 983 Legal Options 

Sessions
Accompaniments• 60 Court 

• 1359 Referrals
• 22 phones distributed
• $2 830 in gift cards to 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“It has been a great experience being with FJC from 
day we first opened our doors. I’ve seen thousan  

f our elevator looking upset, an  clients come of
rewarding seeing the calm on their faces when 

ariaM — GHiGHliff HtaS
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assist with individual needs
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rewarding seeing the calm on their faces when they
There are so many clients I’ve gotten to knowleave. 

well as they come back to us over and over – apprecia-
tive of the help they’ve received in the past and coming
back to us for more assistance.

Assistant with theAdministrative Maria has been the 
FJC since it first opened in September 2017.
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ransla   (TTranslated from Spanish)



         Grace calls the YWCA’s 24/7 Hotline.  
 
        March 2022 
      Grace speaks to an advocate who provides information about safety  
    planning. 
  April 2022 
       Grace’s son’s school calls children’s services after he informs the  
         counselor he saw his father hit his mom. A YWCA Domestic Violence  
           Liason reaches out to Grace and helps Grace understand the  
            investigation. The DVL refers Grace to the Family   
             Justice Center for information about her legal options. 
              April 2022 
                Grace works with a court advocate at FJC and files for a temporary 
                  restraining order. FJC also gives Grace a new phone because her 
                    boyfriend is stalking her through her old phone.  
                April 2022 
             After her boyfriend is served with the Temporary Restraining Order,  
           he shows up at Grace’s apartment and there is an altercation. 
         The police are called and a Crisis Response Team volunteer  
        encourages Grace to call the hotline again and get placed in the shelter  
     with her son. 
April 2022 
  The shelter team provide Grace with counseling and case management. 
   The shelter’s child advocate helps Grace’s son transfer schools because  
      his father was showing up at school. 
          May 2022 
            With the help of a lawyer from one of the partner agencies of FJC,  
              Grace receives a final restraining order which includes custody of  
                her son and child support. 
                  July 2022 
                    Grace’s shelter advocate helps Grace locate safe and  
                     affordable housing. 
                        September 2022 
                           Grace enrolls with STEP to obtain a better paying job and  
                             also begins attending a support group through CSS.  
                         September 2022 
                     Grace’s son receives a new backpack for the new school year. 
                 October 2022 
              Grace’s son begins drama therapy with PALS. 
         December 2022 
       Through generous donations to the YWCA from various partners,  
 Grace and her son receive holiday presents and gift cards.

st
o

ry
Gr

ace
’ s

Victims first come into contact 
with the YWCA in various ways. 
Sometimes the police call in the 
Crisis Response Team, some-
times a client walks into the 
Family Justice Center, and some-
times, like Grace, a friend slips 
them our Hotline number. Here is 
the timeline of how Grace*  
received support throughout the 
YWCA in 2022 and transformed 
from victim to survivor. 
 

*Grace’s story and timeline is a compilation of several survivors’ stories served by the YWCA through our programs in 2022.
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 and in particular the intersection of mass shootings
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For the 8th 
iolence & Mass Shootings: V

cused on an upsetting and ongoing concern in our society – mass
shootings, and in particular the intersection of mass shootings
with domes   
eral Matthew Platkin; Chair of Union County Commissioners, Re
becca Williams; and Union County Prosecutor William Daniel;

f the       kick of
criticalness of this topic. 

Action spoke about gun violence in our societyMoms Demand 
, the director of state afAcademic Lisa Geller

iolence Solutions, elucidated theHopkins Center for Gun V
research underscoring the intersection between gun violence and

And Michele Lefkowitz, Director of Legalmass shootings. 
Theresa Hilton, the head of the DoPrograms at Partners, and 

iolence Unit in the Union County Prosecutormestic V
dressed removing firearms from domestic abusers. Over 200
people attended via Zoom.
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Operating Revenue
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Contributions In-kind
Special Events 
Program Service Fees 
Realized & Unrealized Gain on Investment /Other 

otal Operating Revenue TTotal Operating Revenue $ 3,435,966 100%

* Un-audited financials
** Does not include capital contributions
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